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DETAILED ACTION 
Acknowledgement 

Examiner acknowledges receipt of applicant's election of claims 37-47 (Group III) for 
examination transmitted on 5/14/2007. 
Status of claims: 

Claims 1-36 and 48-117 are canceled. 

Claims 37-47 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 37, 38-39 & 44-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 

over Kailamaki et al. (hereinafter Kailamaki - US 2002/0029197) in view of Brown (US 

RE37.857). 

Re. Claim 37, Kailamaki discloses receiving a billing data structure including one or 
more billing records having billing information at the bill processing entity, the billing 
data structure including a rate element attribute that defines a chargeable unit [Abstract; 
Figures 2-3, 6, 17-18; paragraphs 02, 26-27, 51-56 (transfer to a standard format), 94 
(different price), 112-115 (data fields, structure of the CDR file; CDR)]. 
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Kailamaki does not explicitly disclose performing a verification process on the billing 
data structure; 

rejecting all or part of the billing data structure if it fails the step of performing a 
verification process; 

and processing the billing data structure at the bill processing entity if the data 
structure passes the verification steps. 

However, Brown discloses these steps [Abstract; Figures 9-1 1 , 14, 16 and associated 
descriptions; Col. 1 lines 10-37; col. 3 lines 6-37; col. 4 lines 18-25]. It would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the disclosure of Kailamaki and include performing a verification process on the 
billing data structure; rejecting all or part of the billing data structure if it fails the step of 
performing a verification process; and processing the billing data structure at the bill 
processing entity if the data structure passes the verification steps, as disclosed by 
Brown, to check the integrity and sufficiency of data received at the data input. 

Re. Claims 38-39 & 44-45, Brown further discloses wherein the step of performing a 
verification process further comprises verifying that the billing data structure is properly 
formatted, wherein the step of performing a verification process further comprises 
verifying an audit information field for proper values, rejecting the billing data structure 
comprises rejecting the complete data structure if identification information in an 
identification section are not verified, and rejecting all or part of the billing data structure 
comprises rejecting only billing records if the billing records fail a verification process. It 
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would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosure of Kailamaki and include above steps, as 
disclosed by Brown, to check the integrity and sufficiency of data received at the data 
input to generate error free billing to customer. 

Claims 40-43 and 46-47are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kailamaki and Brown as applied to claim 37 above, and further in view of Friedman 
et al. (hereinafter Friedman - US 2002/0082991). 

Re. Claims 40-43 and 46-47, Kailamaki or Brown does not explicitly disclose receiving 
the data over an Internet connection, a direct wired connection, a wireless connection, 
or a removable storage medium. However, an Internet connection, a direct wired 
connection, a wireless connection, or a removable storage medium for data transfer and 
download are will-known. Further Friedman discloses receiving the data over an 
Internet connection, a direct wired connection, a wireless connection, and a removable 
storage medium [Abstract; Figures 4C, 6, 9; paragraph 28]; wherein the step of 
processing the billing records comprises noting incoming billing records as an accounts 
payable and reconciling the accounts payables against accounts receivables, wherein 
the step of processing the billing records further comprises reconciling all accounts 
billable and accounts receivable at the end of a period [Abstract; Figures 4C, 6, 9; 
paragraph 23, 25, 33, 66-67 and claims]. It would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to modify the disclosures 
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of Kailamaki and Brown to include the above steps as disclosed by Friedman, to provide 
telecommunication cost management method for analyzing billing, automatic 
reconciliation and auditing bills from telecommunication vendors. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harish T. Dass whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6793. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 4:50 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James A. Kramer can be reached on 571-272-6783. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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